I NIDI A house:. 





N.N. DESAI 

MINISTER(PRESS & INFORMATION) 


ALDWYCH, 

LONDON, W.C.2. 


No.LON/ISl/83 


27 June 1983 


Dear Ms Hawes 


I reproduce below a message I have 
received from the Prime Minister*s Office in New 
Delhi 

Prime Minister deeply grieved to learn 
of Mr. Tambimuttu * s passing away. She 
had high regards for his services to 
poetry and recalls her meeting with him 
when he was’ last in India. 

2. I shall be grateful if you could kindly 
convey Prime Minister's sympathy and condolences to 
the members of late Mr. Tambimuttu*s family. 

3. I would also like to add my condolences. 


Yours sincerely 

(N.Nr^CESAI) 


Ms Chilie Hawes 
The October Gallery 
24 Old Gloucester Street 
London WC.1 
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Lambeth Crematorium 


The Crematorium is 
situated only a few 
minutes walk from 
Tooting Broadway 
underground station 
and is serviced by buses 
on route Nos. 44, 77 
and 220. Car parking 
facilities are available 
within the grounds. 

The map below 
will assist visitors. 



Enquiries 

The offices are open from 
9 am to 5 pm Mondays to 
Thursdays (4.30 pm on 
Fridays), during which 
hours the Superintendent 
and staff will be pleased 
to assist visitors or to 
answer telephone enquiries. 


Lambeth Crematorium, 
Blackshaw Road, 

SW17 0BY 
01-672 1390 













MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO TAMBIMUTTU 
SATURDAY, 23RD JULY, 1984 


SIDE 1 

Mr Mathoor Krishnamurthy 

Mr Michael Hunt of Sri Chinmoy Group playing Esraj 
Mr Das Gupta sing Guzzles 
Mr Paulinus Tambimuttu 

Mr Chrysanthus Tambimuttu singing "Tora, Tora" 

Ms Kathleen Raine 


SIDE 2 

Ms Kathleen Raine 

Mr Bob Kingdom reciting "And Death Shall Have No Dominion" 

Ms Caroline Hamblett reading Tambi's poem "Invocation to Lakshmi" 
and "The Fairy Tale Tree" by Eva Chadwick 

Member of Sri Chinmoy Group reading "The Absolute" by Sri Chinmoy. 

Bhavani Torpy reading first part of Francis Scarfe's "Elegy 
to Tambimuttu" 

Jane Williams reading Tambi's poems "To Katherine Falley Bennett 
and All Sadakas" and "Prayer" 


Mr Mathoor Krishnamurthy 
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Thurairajuh Tarabimuttu 

Born in Sri Lanka where I published 3 volumes of poems, one 
in London. Editor-Iublicher of Poetry London / ffiatfsrons ioeiry London / 
(CrEHtxBriia United Kingdom)); loetry London^Ti ew York , loetry London 
-Hew York Books (in as ociation with Co *» Records 

(in assoc 'ation w. th The Si oken Word)/JcmkfrJ of Indian Humber A, 
Poetry (Chicago) and poe;ry section ox Indian umber number of The ' 

Atlsntic Ilonthlyia Editor for Sofclli East Asia of The Her rter (now 
merged iwht Har 1 >ei' , s Magazine). Chairman of The Lyrebird Press which 
,"lso published Editions loetry London and Mircodot Books. Writer for 
The Spectator, Hew Stffbn&n and Nation, The Atlantic Monthly, The 
Reporter, The Hew Yoikier, Harper's and Queen e£c. 
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Out of this War (Fortune Press) / 7 £{--(' . ^ 
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238 Fast 87 St NYC 
28 March 1955 



Dear Professor Archibald, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 26th, It is very 
simple to have some copies ramaai mimeojgigraphed here, so the fifjysax copies 
I originally asked for would he ample. So please don't bother about having more 
run off. 

What I liked about your notes on me, were that they were 
notes . Notes of a kind that have/$IIS r seen together before, it is wonderful 
documentation and the kind that would specially interest s&x&hHxsaH&iEfe England 
at the moment. For instance, my agent wrote to me this mornings "I think it is 
a good thing Prof, Archibald should write about ydu as I find the younger 
generation here knly knows you by hearsay.,Even the people who know my work 
haven’t had the time to think about it, and the mere publication of your piece 
in England would make them mSBigfe reflect. I believe the part 1CETRY LONDON 
played 1939 ~ 1949, has to be sss± taken into account some time, and written 
about. It is a considerable one, and one that has not yet been studied. The 
acknowledgements in the FABER BOOK OF MODERN TERSE should be proof enough, 
as well as the acknowledgements that should have been printed =■= for xe&h 
instance for George Barker's ebsse famous sonnet on his mother, as well as 
printing of books by the new poets included ~ Charles Williams, W.S.Graham 
besides the fact that I published first poems in London of many of the new 
poets Norman Nicholson,'Snaonot Lawrence Durrell, John-Hea&h=Sthbbs, Sidney 
Keyes, besides publishing the first successful collection of the editor 
herself. Nearly all the other new pas poets included were really popularised 
through PL. 


Eor hs these reasons English people are keen to have 
a record, and see rumours crystallised, Ynur factual documentation is exactly 
what they would want I think. Though London Magazine does not go in for 
notes normally, I thought mere notes in this instance would really interest 
them... since this is a special gase, and on which other ±s documentation does 
not exist. John Lehmann himself has done the same edit^jgg.^ipd^kgowg how such 
documentation can be useful both for clearing up his own head,/and that of 
others. I do think John would consider it sympathetically, and if he doesn't 
want it, my agent could easily place ft with some other magazine, since there 
is a real interest, I imagine, for such an article on Poetry London, and 
Editions Poetry London. You have admirably succeeded in hxgfca giving a picture 
of £& my work, from sources that are difficult to get at. So, can I have your 
permission to have i± printed in a journal in England sconii and India, as 
well as Seylon, In India, I think either The Times of India or United Asia should 
use it. v 


for New Yorker it seems to me you would make an 
ideal PROFILE for them. They have had PROFILES of a dealer of rare violins, 
a bookseller and collector of rare items, a merchant of precious stones. Your 
mathematical library and mathematical writings, besides your collection at 
Mount Allison should be of the greatest interest to them. I mentioned the 
subject the other day to William Jay Smith and he felt he would like to try it. 
It may be the New Yorker may want j»b to have a shot at it. in any case an 
experienced profile writer like Swight MacDonald or Liebling should turn out 
an admirable piece. Possibly a mathematics graduate should attempt it, since the 
subject is unusual. In any case, I should like to put forward the suggestion to 
them, I can very well imagine the piece beginning with your treatment of 
Omar Khayyam as a mathematician and not as a poetj I hope something comes of it. 

yery cordially, 

Anne Eidler in Faber book calls Poetry London a hotch-potch. Your piece should 
make her read my editorials. And she will find the hotch-potch was AMentional 
Fransis Scarfe may base a new article on me on your report. 
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338 East 87 St MC 
E 8 March 1955 


5 So I 
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Bear Professor Archibald, 

Manytharks for your letter of the 27th, I can’t remember 
anything about SOHGS OP CHILDHOOD„ though the title sounds familiar, I let it Jt. | 
in, because I assumed you had your own informant for it, who possessed a copy. "* ? 

The first thing I type-set and printed at my grandfather 9 s press during a 
school holiday was SOSGS OP YOUTH which was given to my friends in an edition 
of about 150 copies, in 1932. ny own copy of this item as well as a handwritten 
AHNUAL of stories, poems, drawings (called TEETUM’S AHHUAL) written by myself at 
the age of 8 to nine (I still can remember by heart one of the poems) was 
borrowed by Anais Hln (mus 6 of Henry Miller) in 1938, but never returned to me. 

She is at the moment in Hew York, and has been for some time, so I shall ask 
her for these soon, if she still has them. I have not got in touch with any of 
my authors.in, America, since my arrival, here. The reason I left SOHGS OP 

CHILDHOOD /Ms? long before SOHGS OP YOUTH,and ever afterwards o l have been in the 
habit ©f setting up and printing poems in editions of one to many more copies. 

Some were hand—written with printed title and cover pages, X assumed one of these 
had falias into the hands of some informant j l more likely occurence •=— SOHGS 
OP CHILDHOOD does exist in actual fact in a lip'ci&l edition of one copy* J * 

I may have disliked title SOHGS OP YOUTH and had a copy of it bound with new 
printed title pages with a new publication.,date which showed some of thepoems 
had been written when I was Mne/~wlSIcf" L your,HHE£iE for me, surprising mention 
of this fact, which I assume to be accurate. If this is the copy you meaan, and 
if it is titled thus,£it would be in the possesion of IBs P.E,de Saram (BlriamJ # 
±mv to whom two later"books were dedicated) whose address is n St Ives&, Ward £ 

Place, Colombo, I never talk to her or write to her about these several books a*#***K 
I did for her, on© a month, but if you really want to know, she may know^jt 4 
mjgt be Jaffna Librarian wrote to her ^ecause of these two dedications^for 
frsngg information on Juvenilia. One 01 the most tragic happenings was that I 
lent a selection of my best juvenilia beautifully bound to Joseph Perera 
a class-mate, now teacher at Boyal College^ Colombo, He never returned it, though. 

I believe I asked for it once. 

But SOHGS OP CHILDHOOD may exist as a broadsheet. 

Your original informant should 

I’LL STILL BE EEELIHG BLUE was published by peter Berek 
and Co, Shaftesbury Avenue. They were not a good firm, so they may not be listed 
in the usual places* But they see were well known. I visited them in 1937 and 
soon after they closed down. Have searched high and low for a copy of the song, 
since I thought I had one, but see I don’t, I see from copy I have TOBESPATTER HS 
was printed in 1936, OCH was printed leeember of the same year. It means 
*+ «0’ — in Seotchlil’LL STILL BE PEELIHG BLUE was published before this, so it 

must have been in *1935, 

"1 * 

(SHours later) 

Was interrupted by a call from Saul Galin of Columbia Univ, 
who came to see me to gather material to write a thesis on poetry since 1939. 

He said his reading had shown I had had most to do with its direction and had 
made the most pronouncementsJoi^it so h .6 had approacehdd Prof. Tindall who had 
happened to meet me once, I hope a good study results from this, and 1 have 
brought to his notice your forthcoming E0®ES. Have been up from 1 ASM. today. 

And this made me think of founding POETEY LOHDOH & HEW Y0BK. When I mentioned 
this to MT Galin he said, 0 I know someone who will put up the money for youj 
They have pots and want to support the founding of a poetry magazine. 1 am now 
wondering whether I will have the time to start all over again. 


, § m., 

V ■ 





* LI 


... ' ^ e l 

^(4 \ i ^ ‘f^ .1 Ads*t**44 s f %* Crmc&a, Sfi'j tJitsL lAM-4-Q*. A /.VC / 

$ 0 v^ ^ | Before Mr Saul came I phoned Mrs SJferghoshes who in 1937 or 8 copyrighted 

^ N ‘ ^ ^ | three of my songs at the Library of Congress, WEddoag Washington, She directed 

I $*M I / 

X « ^ ^ me teller son Adam Zion Margoshes who runs the Phoenix Bookshop in the Tillage! 

I i 1 * 

kj w | _ >1 { 3X14 t0 wil °® tatatog I had given a copy of I’LL STILL BE FEELIBS BLUE and the 

|. EM2 ECLIPSE 111 1937, He has looked up his copy and says the song was published 

iib. 

^ I i\ K in 1955 E>6 ' tier DereJc of 3jgxAxshg£xa3B± 140A Shaftesbury Avenue, So that is 
^ ^ i ^ ^ definite. As for record he is going to look in his house and if he has msgg 

^ ^ <k,N( disc is going to tape record it for me, 

•;d1 ^ The ECLIPSE record was issued in 1935 or early 193®, Manufactured by 

i ^ i 

s the Crystalate Eecord Ifg Company, England, They M did many 6d records for 
Woolworth’s, They have closed down now. Is there a place in England where 
copies of all manufactured xuamada records have to be sent? If so would you 
please let me know, I should like to possess a record. As for song I’ve asked 
Margoshes to send ms a photostat as well as photostat of three other Eg 
v. songs of mine he says he has. 

By the way, I am going to write to England for many PL items I don’t 
1 "S possess, I should have offered to do this before for you for items you lack, 

* j { 'sLL 

J V <v\ u only I have been so busy and confused. If you will send me a list of the 

4 > ^ 

things you want I will write to Michael Hamburger and Laurence Clark to hunt 
for them at Foyle’s and other second hand shops in Charing X Hoad, and also 
* at libraries of friends. We should get all missing items for about half priee, 

t 

Amy sorry my letter is rambling, but I’ve bate up, as I said since 
1 this morning, 

' Tery cordially, 

uSljre U/Mui^T tV *b . 

: Pat4H 

JUT** -£TZ^7£a «. , 

Afae_ -fa 

* - -- - L 
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Dear Professor Archibald, 

jt was m6st kind ofyou to 

ask for 200 extra copies for me. How, I don’t want to 
put you to extra expense since I am sure you spend 
what money you have to. only useful ends, so Ijnajrt 
insist that I pay for the extra paper, labour and 
n~ostage involved. I should have had it done Eayxsray 
anyway so let me pay for the extra cost of this issue. 
M^thanks, again, for all the trouble you have taken. - 

X liked best about your 

article#that you printed the first ’manifesto’ which 
said POETRY L0HD0H was an enquiry into modern verse, 
although, the sections weren’t num.be re d^all types of 
d oetry then being writtenplSs printed in sections ? 
visible to the decerning reader. X think^I have 
mentioned this fact in one of my later editorials, 
as well as is&ntloa &d the f a st that POETRY XjOHDOH 
was an enquiry into modern verse, which emphasised the 
importance of that little brochure I sent you,and which 
you had photostated.TThe first section contained 
"... •> -■ *«•— John Gawsworth and Laurence 


group — spender# MacHf^^^ , ,. ... 

group Durrell, Moore,/ana c o?ners, and last the 
Dylan Group, Dylan, Dorian Cooke, Glyn Josses, sbx 
etc. It was a definite plan. The second number was 
similarly see tion^ scept that one poem is out of 
order — thT^STby H.B .Mallalien, Shis is because 
on page proof I took oui from **x^j5^1fcg28J« iaa 
section a poem by Lynd llathan,.wfeareh|you 
announced on the coger since I thought 4*^ras 'too bad 
in the end. In later $bssb 3 numbers poets were mixed# 
$at that was the nature of POETRY LGKD01T to 
preserve all types of literatures existing at that 
time (Eliot in the brochure) irrespective of 
political and poetic theories. I think you will agree 
Walter de la Mare as as interesting as Dylan, or 
Eliot and Edith Sitwe&l as interesting as W.J&Smith 
and Philip O’Conner. She former were run down by 
VERSE and the latter printed by them. It was to 














remedy tMs awkward state of affairs that PL was 
founded, and I think people agree that my policy j 
encouraged the "best poets of my decade, That is the 
best test of a magaaiw'«tr^.^ i 
individuality of modern art ad well as editfing^never ■ 
appealed to me., Menuhin the violinist tells me 
aag&axg Western music is just that, t mm xs &sgx &kax 
’The music of the W6st proclaims and asserts the 
personality of the individual, "both of the composer 
and the gerf sasser, This stimulates "by reflection the 
personality of each listener’in the. audience. It 
spurs Mm to proclaim, in like manner,, his domination 
over, or at least his wrestling with, his fate and 
his environment.* He tMnks Oriental music is 
different. 

This is a fact which has "been glossed over 


lay gome critics in their writings about POETRY. 
LONDON. I think, perhgg.s, the long lapse "between 
Nos. 1^2 and nubyeati gh of, .other nu^b.eyg, ..made 
peopl^lciiia sight of^i^^ntenfion^ Tesiae ,'I •' 

suppose Ho So 1-2 were u&obtainal^e, 

That is why I am glad yot^print/ji the first 

brochure PL ever issued, I hope it will &ead the 
critics to a readingof editorials, badly 

though^ they tenTin my youth, since 

thaw "they will l‘indj 4 1 ?/ did / more -for the poetry 
of the period than any one else in England, By 
that I also mean, quite immodestly and with justice 
Mr Eliot, Sir Herbert R©ad, Charles Wrey Gardiner ' 
Richard Church, who were the other poetry editors 
in England, In a way it was not only against She 
policy of HEW TERSE I had to battle, but the 
polntifical aspect Mr Eliot*s list assumed in the 
minds of the public, though I am sure that was not 
his intention, .• 

Most Cordially, 

ly very short introduction to verse selection in 


SELECTED WRITING is important since it shows I 
was sgsxa also against a new clique APOSilLYPTIC 


\ 
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founded by some of my own contributors merely 
for flag-waving, Sast on the lines of Auden-Spender 
group represented "by HEW YEEfSE. I only wanted good 
poems, not theories, 

This haa wrongly "been called * loose* editing 
hy one nr two people. That is "because they have 
not read my magazine, and they sss were not really 
interested in poetry, but in people and cliques^, 

I realize I only msx wrote on the most general 
terms. That is because of the enquiring into 
modern verse idea. I did not'am set up 
easily quotable nonsensical pronunciamentos as 
the Apocalyptics and the lew Yerse people did 9 and 
that ifc why people write nonsense about me„ or 
write little. They cannot be bothered to take the 
trouble to study the subject P as you have done. 

In time, of course s there will be someone in 
England who will attempt this. In the meantime I 
think the publication of your HOTES is important. 

In Ho.10 I collected together poets who had 
never before appeared in print or had not appeared 
in PL, Heedless to say the first kind tiEPCffeesS 
consisted of the bulk of nearly three hundred 


pages^xix It was a gesture of my beliefs, that 
there wer6 more poets in England worthy of notice 
than petty politics allowed, Stephen Spender who 
reviewed for a living reviewed this number in 
Th&jphserver as bad. That was because he had not 
small note after my long editorial on 
Keith Doufe&as ABOUT THIS MJIBEB, He did not know 
what the number was about, ^he point is a magazine 
should have a.magazine function and print new poets 
Stephen would have the same people appearing over 
and over again japg a a s samacaxkyaat ~ preferably 


himself —to keep up ±hs a hypothetical standard. 
He would never like the idea that there are many- 
more poets as interesting as himself in England. 
The English modern poetic EGO. 

^ to A /* * ' 
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Poetry London - ]M©w York 

14 EAST §@™ STREET, NEW YORK 21, 'N. Y. 


Telephone: REgent 7-4890 


Eeply to: 338 East 87 Street, 
Few York, b.Y, 

10 April 1955 


Many thanks for your last letter. Ho, my family 
name in English transliteration ka is not Thambimuttu. It always has been 
as I spell it, from my grandfather’s time, There are «.wo fmiiilies, as far 
as I know in Ceylon with same surname, ours and E.B.Tambimnttu’s, and 
"both spell it same way. The T’s and h should "be pronounced differently 
from English usage, "but that’s not my affair. It should "be pronounedd 
yyfaEn Thampimutthus Or at least, Thambimuttu, 

PI - BY is now a reality. This week I get my share 
of 1,500 dollars advance on By book of short stories. Out of that I can 
finance at least one number. This time I’ll found it, so it lasts and wears 
longer! I expect the first number to be published in two months’ time, and 
I expect it to be exciting. I shall also publish some collections of poems 
— in pamphlet form to begin with, 

YOU are the arch-instigator of the present 
disturbance. I hope it gives you some satisfactions Please keep in touch. 
I’ll enter a complimentary subscription for you, for the magazine,"*. 

Have written to friends in London to open a London 
office, and am using above for a n‘y„ office, until I find something more 
convenient. The kind lady is a valiant helper, and if I continue to use 
her apartment for an office her domestic peace might be affected. 


Editoh: T, Tambimutttj 
N. Y, Office: Amelia Gheeb 


Sear Professor ArdiTbald, 


with salaams, 


X And I’ll send other things from time to time. Foyle’s I8ve found 
always have what I want. One must know where to look. Even the 
assistants don’t know where to look. 
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BROWN UNIVERSITY PROVIDENCE Rj s 
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: MANY THINKS FOR MIRY HELLISH IRCHTBALB MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
BULKIT IN VOLUME FIVE NUMBER 7 IT IS ONE OF THE MOST 
LOVABLE PERIODICALS I HAVE COME ACROSS^ MY WIFI AND I 
WISH T© VISIT YOU BEFORE YOU LEA1R FOR CANADA fILCYOU 
KINDLY SEND HE A LIST OF DA|S YOURE FREE* Q 
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26 Valley Road 
Milton, Mass. 

25th Aoril 1955 

Dean Professor Archibald:- 

Thgnk you for sending on the Memorial 
Library Bulletin regarding the poet Tambimuttu. 
We’ve read it through with great interest. : 

In the event that Tambimuttu and his wife 
come to Providence at the right time I’d be ; 

delighted to join you. Tomorrow we (Mrs Lockwood j 
and I are driving to Mt Hermon, which is near I 

Greenfield) and will be back here before noon 
on Wednesday. I could get down to Providence 
either Thursday of Friday. If, by chance^the 
Tambimuttus' visit should come on ’Wednesday 
I could get down shortly after lunch. 

Let me know and I’ll do ray best. It would be 
delightful to have the double pleasure of seeing 
you and meeting thewe folks. 

If their visit does come on Wednesday and 
if it's convenient for me to join you that afterse 
noon would you please telephone Blue Hills-8-5255 
(this is on the ^.Boston exchange) and leave a s=s=s*s 
message for jfferie. 

I hope I can make a connection somehow. 

Sorry to have missed you last week when we uzst 
were in Providence for a few hours with K C Jacob. 



Cordially, 
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Poetry London - New York 


14 EAST mm STREET, MIEW Y©m 21/ N. Y. 


Telephone: RIBgent 7-4S90 


Edixokc T. Tambiimcuxtu 


26 April 1955 


Nh Y. Office: Amelia Greet? 


Dear Professor Archibald, 

T-^is is to confirm my telegram that tie 
will 'be catching the morning train on Friday and. arrive at Gardner 
House around 1 p.-m* 


Many thanhs for the parcel which arrived 


this morning. Your article is going to he of great help to me in 
re=sstghlishing my magazine. Have just sent off first copy to Mrs 
Yehudi Menuhin who is one of my dearest old friends. Another to Mr 
lyman Hoover who has almost finally arranged for a travel grant for us 
to see America and gather material for the newspaper articles as well ’ 



Friday. 


Cordially* 


5^-** he 


Po®trj London - Mew Yoirk 

14 EAST 80TH STREET, NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 

Telephone: REgent 7-4890 


S$o } ' 


Editor: T. Tambimuttu 
N. Y. Office: Amelia Green - 


558 E. 87 th St. 
New York City 


May 1, 1955 


My dear Professor Archiblad, 

A Brief Carried note before we rush off to lunch with 
the Menuhins. Many thanks for the wonderful happenings, times, 
excellences, revealations. 

I am dictating this letter to a kind helper so I won * t 
say much. Have written a note to Mrs. Wight of Gardner House 
today. Shall write to Miss Ghapelle tomorrow, and those very 
kind people at the library. Looking forward to seeing you in 
Canada and of course I will keep in touch with you regularly. 

Always yours, 

T. Tambimuttu 


Professor R.C. Archibald 
Brown University 
Providence, R.I. 






26 Valley Road 
Milton, Mass. 


Milton, Mass. 


2nd May 1955 

Des,r Professor- Archibaid 


last Friday to meet the Tambimuttus. I enjoyed 


every bit of it, 

I was very favorably impressed with Tainbi- 


muttu (daspite the fact that most poetry has 



the only one made any impression on me and 




for him and your interest in him and in poetry 


A 

was delightful. 


tie are honing that they can come and stay 


with us sometime soon when he comes up to 
pay a visit to Houghton Mifflin in Boston, 

I want Pat to meet them. 

Also my thanks for the pleasure of having 
supper xdth you in the new Refectory. That 
0^ my first visit there. 


Sincerely 
















• -< 
I 



/?/ S~$ 


5 j ? /f 




. r y— 

/ ^ a/ £ ^ 

^ I/JP)^'^ txJ^ ^ J 

A ^ W " C ^ ^ 

^ i ✓.; 73 <5 

^.(XX^srC 

/J/yW^ 




'' -"-K^ulA Wf 


_ . £tv*^4 


>w^W r 






w t" tt 7 viM i 

^JH/ * 

l/v 




\AS->tuj 

yl^S> ^ 



l*y-<!Sv l^r 4 ^ ^ 

' - - r „ , A/H.^ 

» 1 - * ' 7 W 


La., ^ ^ ^ 


r"' 




*4^ A 7* ^ 0 ^ ^ 

^ -r-T 1 ti/St^l 


*&r we 6 >np* 

^ ^ g*~- A rf^ 






£d 44 

[4J2&H. 








% -fas y^5 ,#**■*j ijzi&Af i < ?Sh| 




A 



C^ou^jfUE b^'.‘-zLuA^ , r ?Ul* C ^ 

& f 7 T&M WS j TUi J 






a^- 

f 9 vlW ‘ ^ 

/. „ r lw?> 






UaA 


■U* 4 ~pk 





Iryfc- 

jA-r^ (^a/5^ 

« j CK^J ^. ■— 

, t) ^ '" v ^f re ?^ :>u ^ ' — 

' ' { /t 0 lWv ■ 


K 




iTUtt ^Jr^^DJJ 

FrM^^<^. 









It r & '■ 

’^i«p> - 

-t^ ttW-'PlS^fMS , } ^fkjujM, 




I^Qm-L 

s * 

H ^ £J*P 

'{PQmaA , [j 1 ^1 






^ ^ I 








U .J\Q& e^U** / 






7 ?w^ ^ 







vKi 



4 


k- 


a / " /— y /V 




Sm'^k // ' *&£$&*)> ?^ u 


■■ / fil\A> 0* L hi u4^k k 



/, 


7 


4.4: 1 


VI 


] 











L, 


-V r^-v ^i 


■0 

h&HU 3 a 5 ^ * " - K '' >? /■ W 

^ "lid y ;S> -f- f* 


-p 7 J 


^.)Vl tUy^ ti^ej Qm^i 


i ', . .. \.t2lLr-^ 


__-^f 

/ . V 


ffj• IW** ;V^i^>E 

. " 

\J 77 


4v. 




)y D . - \ CiAb 

C-cJ^jl.-^ . £'-|/(/C-k*-> ^ 





7 


/'■ 




I tT 1 ‘k'W^V' Csr^h'- 










w &*'■**' i 9 





1 

'y PyW 

ik 




l 


^--v'v jAJ Ax^. cyfry ^j 

J ^r L\^) ^oS^AXoa 

Q>*^ $ 



:XytA£ 




/^Vj 


^2J 


(llw^A "M^S J * 

J^C lyAA^ \ U ^ 

^2>c.^v) w> ^ 






j tiz-iv**\ >l 

c-jmM^ w CL-^ 

; Mis 


/^c Art> *uA /Uki J^» 

Yvf^ n f-^Ae ^Sl^Mh { f ^> ~~)S'—^ ^ 

^ - M^ “g TU/ 





0 



Q,A~tA^ (P^S* ”§* 


/ 

U> 


Ty , L.j 

aa4' 3~^-l-aAi^ 





















J 




// 



V* 






<-? 

[A- 


txJr 




^ 2> 



j J r~-~ 

y»* “0- 


t,^jJ) 1 ^ 
/ 




J !: / 


/^. ( .//'K tl 


Ifi'\ aAt ly 

4-au w mj 

2 ^"^Py ^ <^~-ypu. (^>y~ i 'yuKf _ 

j vU h)rt~rt*k»#* j^TVgw^ w^^ 
'^/t-^WV J^S* 2^ fVV 1 

\ ^ ^ f 


( 

















5TS oj 


jN/] J /hOau 

>w ^Uw^> p/ -€ <Ut^~A 

. __x_— / r — . f) Ma J~2Ml -&\jl ^L-&J 'luk.J ■ *uj) 

)/\X^<A t/to^ ^Q 


< 7 CsA^ _z>t y. 

* ft . 


* Px. 


Y+hAm** '"' 4 





Ji\ r 

; ^ ,)/ 
: . ,V^'> 

' Vn*^V^ 

^ J^ /K 


\j^aA A^4^VM4 





m« <f^ “*^ 1 - 

__ / ^ , ITuO^&^/t 

•e/^ - , k. **. 11, ku^^° 

i^uX^ ^-^p 4; crC^ ^^ //,- !;•,.... £**£»/w 
liaA~jr&M ¥)ee>n& ^- e ., jUrM 

^ ^rj 't'T <’t* < *3r^lp3^ 4^ - ^ 

< : ^« ll>JV9 ^2 r' ltW ’ <’«--- '?- ■'• >-<».> tiW) h^^l>tM^. 


S , iil^' 


& * r\ ir *7" ,t 

~> 

-, „_ ,^Sf? JWw 

ta^^'^tL- ’ A <,0 -4_ ^4^/' 

; k r 

Y^>H4^i4>t5i 























SityjCu^ 


/4 7r*j 






]\jL-^&L*stn* 


c^j-^Y 


IX Zka „ 

r gk 

A-ftS-'ieQ *')H¥> fyvM+4 tL 4 m' IvuM&nj ' TiuU*^*uJZCl 

/I _^- 2- Wfcl ^ - 

l^ul -iJUi^^' 







&&aai- 


\ 


fj 


1 *s .A^yV^fl / 6*^ 


^5*^ * r y 



A 


/.4 '. 

<&*■*"< sf 4 


i i->» •*;-* -i / 


-•/ 

3 />W 













r 



' ^ ^CtoJt 2? , M4u^- ^ 

p^' 



q /\/^wvy A^H>ve £ 4ifa, frtc4fr _ 



ft | v I 



^ uvvvk^^r^ PhA_ 

—* , yl^e. rQ^t'lUfa ^/xJ>=Jp^ 




-•n . i ur\ 

tL rLJ 



rAA^- t 2 ^' 

P. I ^ . Pqjw** ini')^2 £u^ ( 

“TUlc l[v^ u G~ ^ /)^fc 















S^ 




\ 




H z- 4 ^^o 1 lM^ jftr. 

T^iA^e 


4 





/ 

tA-' 


? 


V^-^- 4^0 / -£-*> ^7^-4 ^ 


/ / %^yt^< L_^^VVK 

OVt*/\ 



\ / \J2^fJ^ > f^ 


^ 11 

/ffti 




i^y^JC iQ^tj 




flgb Xu. guA Muzrii***& , **b 




$\a&y& SWW^C- * 


b 


|h 

ft-..-. 












C&aJ& t«5v^ 

/^yCc-v hzu^ 


•ih^ '~S^t 

&&$ig3 


















^ * _ — » — 




/ 






-nc^O 


Lap^l£ 








) 










Mj 




C&-&* /yv*-d. 



GF&s—lr 





_ * w T $ 

JfW I 

&. 


u/ 


I5it|^#4 :r ?j 
,, /SfL^^*fA ...(„ 

J/U*^ ? I v ^" 1 *>w r 


■X^ .-' 


#&&&** 


• f f # 

r 


& rtZ^#»fi A if f© 


/ 


r"7„ a^w; , 

^vA. t*JSZSf,* *»i . 

-* *** *’ v ■'- * * ^ i *Mi*lts%- ft JL„S! 

&M. /M v : : 


W l 

. * $ 

si****. 


i - • 

jSh/'S * rt v •«/^’^r 1 ^ ^ 
w> 0* y J A-. 









\ 5}Match 1965 


My dear Mr ArchibeLicbp. 




Many thanks for your two letters and the delightful 
poem, as well as list of biogrphical sources. I’ll write to you later 
about them. I want to write a feature on you for the Ceylon Daily lews.' 
Have you copies of articles written about you? Photo, for as production? 

I would have replied earlier, but was caug^ht up the 
last few days in writing mars? letters about the POETRY (Chicago) number 
I am editing; and translating a hundred, verses fr/om the 7th century 
poet Bhartrihari for my next book of translation from Indian poetry. 

The first version is now done, and 1 have a free moment. 


Am sending you copies of Sourfield pamphlet and 
the Ridier pamphlet, which is indeed rare. You may keep these. Sorry 
I have no spare copies of the others. Gould ^end you otner pamphlets 
if you want them. Am also lending you catalogue of 1946 in case you 
find things I have missed, and other points of interest. The Watling 
pamphlet I’ll have to detach from my scrap book. 

You say you wrote to Nicholson and Watson. Nowadays 
they are worst corrsspondenggg And they may have mislaid everthing. If 
you fail to get what you wanted. So let me know, and I’ll see what I 
can. do. 

Ruthven Todd who lives.in Martha’s Vineyard should : 
be of great help to you in e^Maining rare items of modem poets. For 
instance he has several copies of mjt mstp pamphlets, 

files of lew V e rse, all little magazines — in England. But I believe he 
is getting his library down. I am sure you mustbe in touch with him. 


of Charing X Rd. But y° ur best sources, 
Foyle ’ sjfand ads in the New Statesman. 


as 1 said, are 


Zwemmer and 


COUNTERPOINT Edited by Conrad Senat, Asst Edit. 
M.R.Lane, 6-9 Broad Street, Oxford (Later handled by Falcon Press who 
would supply copies). First number published in 1944 says COUNTERPOINT ;. 
¥olume one dedicated to Tambimuttnon top of contents page which is back 
of cover by Gerald Wilde. Contributions by George Barker, Bernard Denvir, 
Paul Nash, Peter Goffin,Terence Dennis. Larence Durrellj Yfelter de la 
Mare, Roy Campbell, Edmund Blunden, Norman Nicholson, R.S.Thomas, 
W.S.Graham, Thomas Good, Ruthven Todd, Louis Adeane, Gautier, Apollinaire, 
Leopardi, Johr/Heath-Stubbs, Heniy Treece, Anthony Sylvestre, SsSshx 
S tefan Sghimankski, A.V.Coton, Franz Kafka. Reproductions of work 
by Paul Nash, Cecil Collins, Sgoc Bryan Wynter , Aileen Agar, gfa Foreword 
says; " Nothing is. more symptomatic of individual superficiality ... 
than the petty, inter-gang mud-slinging which so often passes 


for constructive sxxkxax&mxxxxitag C r iticism. Counterpoint is conceived 
as a common organ of expression for artists of all kinds, and as such, 
adopts an organic and non-sectarian attitude. This has been something of 
T&mbimuttti*s approach in Poetry L 0 ndon ; although we have no theories 
about creating a tradition. In artists we regard their individual 
a sievement and potentiality first, their representing or contributing 
to (my italics) anything as of secondary significance... 11 

Your point about my surname. My grandfather’s name 
was Sa S.Tambimuttu. My gist given name was Thurairajah. According to 
our customs (since we don’t take Surnames) I would normally have bteen A 

toown as T.ThurairaJah, the I. standing for Ia B bi»ttn wnich *s »y A 






2 


father ’s as well as .my grandfather's name. My father should have been 
Tambimuttu Tambitisurai s so I should really have been known as T&mbithurai 
Thurairajah. But in grandfather's time we adopted the western 

custom of ha ving a common surname.»« so my father was called Safe Tambimuttu 
and so was I as all my brothers® 

Yes, The §idk Gleanth Brooks was a reprint® 

I have not seen P 0 etry Merseyside nor Manchester* nor Bristol, Have been 
cut h£±£ off from England since 1949® , 

The Golden Treasury of I n dian Verse mil be published here* in England 
and l n dia 9 As well as MORE LOVE POEMS FROM INDIA* and A GEN THEY OF LOYE 
by Bh&rtrihari this last book in mi± collaboration with G*V*Yaidya« 

I am interested to hear of graduate student from Jaffna College* 

If he comesto New York perhaps he would get in touch wlbfe^ me? I could 
have something about him in the G©ylon Daily News® 

4^n sorry again this letter is so scrappy® Have to dash this off before 
I return to a piece 1 am working on for the Ceylon gaper (my first piece for 
them* weekly despatch arranged only last week j which must go off today. 

Please let me know if I can help in any way* and more power to your 
elbow for your unselfish and nobl® works It is really stimulating thao 
there are people like you in the world® 


with kindest regards. 


3t. 







You will be glad to bear that Houghton Mifflin are going to publish my hook of 
short stories — A HMHFUL OF BED EARTH. 


If you use this material* 1st me ag pass copy* so tha# I am 
not embarassed by it. 


SS©i 5 jyjf 

338 E 8? $t M 
7 March ’55 


Sear professor Archibald* 

Many thaw lea for the two picMres. I think they will 
do for my article, so please don’t bother about having another one made. Stem 

p 0 y 0tt you could lend me a biogrphical sheet about yourself 

fox my article* which I shall return? 

THis question of M.J. and T. has been raised for 
several yea4rs running by several people. For instance the library of Congress 
wrote to as again last week* and last month there was a para about it in the 
CETLOH DMLY HEWS. I have always fended them off, since I was not prepared* 
just yet* to go into the reason why the moment I arrived in England* or rather 
when I be gam. publishing in December 1938* I dropped all surname® and became 
known siamly by the name of Tambimnttu <— my surname „ Ihen laterj, Editions 
Poetry hondon became a limited liability company* and it was necessary for a® 
to have a surname* I took what is feaowa in Ceylon as my ’home nameSs — 
Thurairajah. =•=> which is actually the name I was called by within the family 
itself. Which is the surname I would actually have had* as I explained in my 
last letter* had we not adopted Western eustomo* taking surname from surname 
of one’s father. This change took place in my grandfather S.Tambimutta*s 

tisa©© 

But, by your continuous pursft^ gf ibis point* I see 
you are not to be pat off I It is rather a deUcj^^^iexJ . 'right back 
to childhood memories* and a certa l attitude to^he aping of Wester manners 
by ^xEsaa^E Eastemers/ftSoW^^^elieve in the rapprochement of the East 
and West* which* in my own way* I have'tried to foster* I don’t think peoples 
should k83ranxttoKXX lose their own Identities in the process *» and I d@ t hink 
easterners sound silly with names like Jaaes tagged «gto a pjs name like 
giTTsn-ffbffrnr^^ Tambimuttu* which too/1 s - - English 

tramsmogrificatjLon since it is pronouned Thambixnutthu* and should be 

gpelt i n b &Sli &st That is part of what the West has done to us* and 

you can imagine that I have been nonplussed ever since trying solve se&v® 
this* among many E&sg other allied problems. For instance^ Ceylonese found it 
necessary t© wear English clothes t© work in Government offices, or 

to have a social position. We don’t know as much about European clothes as 
w© do about our own. ^Basing almost forced us into European clothes* 
the Europeani ,i8K8i e i^A ad taste in their own Slothes — another example* 
those days. My we were fit to be fuled by Europeans!/So I have protested 
against, this .too .in wearing clothes,nowadays* which my grandfather wore* 
andjfrodersW «Jandeff?or sftes&as Poetha Tadfti (or more properly Thanfoi), 
wore during the Dutch period. 

' I think my ^slika of Europeans names* applied t©^ 

myseSf ha g something do do with our f aad. kjr history. To explain why I 
dropped ny Christian names* I shs^aav® to explain my family history* and 
I was not prepared to do that* 

just now* since it would involved saying a lot of things new which* at the 
present time would sound like £&& witch-hunting* class eohoiousnoaa* 
ancestor worship* and so on* I do believe al men ere bom iAg^r- oust* 

I hate the class conciousness of Ceylon ^which ike in Amsriootl is tc vay 
cheifly economic* except in the more die—hard Eorth)^ err*. on? of the 

pleasantest things about my grandfather that I like to reaeaber is that 
he offered a stool for a low-caste dance teacher to sit on ;he stag© in 
the presence of his hotter s’. He sts&EOiam relaxed many other caste 
restrictions in my village like Kovias carrying dead bodies. So you se©^ 
though I don’t believe in elass* in order to explain why I hate Christis® 
names I have to go back to my family history* and that involves 

saying I was bora to a class of people 
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who have ftren always considered themselves better born, k m-vc than some 

of their unfortunate bretheren, many of whom were denied all chances/of 
social betterments / 

your letters (as well as the prodding of my editor William Maxwell of 
I The lew Yorker)has made me dwell more on these points,aandBEn«glBwimnDcto 


iHgteastei 




§' v , ttqgpPBDij : Though I was not prepared t© write about it just now( since as I 
3 J 4 f 3 Jj^lj said all the facts I know on the subject were being presented in a story 

7 « ° S I am writing QBMBFATBEB OF STOSS SQDSS) I see that you will not be satisfied 
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until you have all the facts <=*=• so here is a' short account of my reasons 
for nhs& wishing to be known only by xay purely Ceylonese names. 

' My family has always been proud of its Ceylonese heritaga^aad 1 have 
always been given to understand that it jealously guarded our unadulterated 
culture. As X said in the 16th century an ancestor Arasakesafig translated 
Kalidasa 9 s S233fi&sn& Baghu Taassa and sin.ee then we have had my grandfather® s 
amgadax energetic efforts to preserve our neglected culture and well as 


uncle S ft fiasaa Prakaser® s/: 


wort to relate Tamil t© the 


family of world languages — besides Mg work on Ceylon history. la 1903 
my grandfather published MSSIYAMEATHmE SMTHATH IDEM which gives the 
names of all our relatives — or Bather large elm. — from Portuguese times 
to today. It $as compiled from the J^rjjagaese tornbos or la i^t^u^f ex^rds, 
From this work, it is a sia^le] asfefe my family ^ tM^^^ House 

of Jaffna. Gnana Prakaser has himself fans written the most author a fltive 
booksdbn the subject — THE K3HGS OF JAFIHA 34 ®BS HISTOEY OF THY CATHOLIC 
CHOBGH IK CYYLCM — and some essays 'J - «* *?<>*-'&*. !/celd^i ACo*U - 

& history of the fair of the H 

ri 


ttls In the 
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louse of Jaffna that 
the 
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seee 

of my antipathy tnwarfo eargft mv^Christiaa names, lie. It was the avowed 
policy of the P 0 rtu^ese/at "tidt to convert raazmstos members of the 

Sinhalese and .Tamil royal households, among ethers, and many, of the Sinhalese 
princes fell victim. It was the same in the north. , , 

to* Mvu* bei©gg-feg== te^MU:i y(/»^ 7 -S^J ***** l wdb* 

triwg para Baja Sekera llj the last king of Jaffna. / 
When he died leaving three sons, the youngest, prince Sankily poisoned the 
the eldest. The second Para Hirupa Siaga^who was an expert physician, 
escaped since he was at that time at the Kandyan court, having been invited 
to sassxJte^®BS attend to tfes fin incurable malady of^the queen, Para 
Hirupa Singbam went to Goa to seek Portuguese aid lo/gat his throne.%is 
younger bsothaw who defended his own faith in the same nay the foreigners 
attacked it massacred 600 convert# on the island of Mannaar who are today known 
as the 600 martyrs of Mannaar, But no one h^ab dth ^red to call the poor 
ff-jnrtnp who were massacred martyrs. WbyT The/ cW i m&fiiL of para Hirupa Singham 
were in the Portuguese manner made into Catholics and returned to Ceylon 
where they Ijsssk were awarded the title of Eaj a and KQmara Madapalii and t^s> 


jfepffl 


i®4 

‘ {UM U 


descended,, 


given villages 


' JLxAs si a s e ns of ~P ara Hi r upa Oi n^tam ^fr e m , 

a# ia the Ho: Sho rnsmsmg Tidavee the Afechuvely area, i^ere 

I was " for cidI eproselytlzation; and added t© 

this, eve:.- since 1 was a child, I have, heard what the 

Bu&eh did to Pootha Tambi, presumably far being a f»x±K patriot. They Miad 
tied him to a cross, took Ms liver ott and flung it in his face. Before that 
he been led through the streets of Jaffna with Ms hands wrapped in sta^a 
©il-soateed cloth and set ali#t, Mis Quartered body waa then left for the _ 
yjdLturea rou nd the town. Such barbarisms have always idcSssS made me me wish 
to be entirely Ceylonese =■=> and therefore I doa®t wmt foreign names. I am not 
saying I am for or against Catholicism. Merely I want our people to be Ceylonese 
first, and then anything else. Ihen I was god=father to a nephew the Boman 
Catholic priest in St Peter 8 s Colloga Wellaw&tte refused to b^tis© 
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558 Bast 87 St 
lew York 3S.Y. 

14 March. «55 


S'Soli 

s /i 


Dear Mr Archibald* 

Many *•* S^2TSir«pid "otes^ 

going to nse. I this* s» fanture on y«M ijeB) 1 \ rl i 1 I a j, pe n I m the CSTIW DAI1T BF5S 
me as sample of biographies _ tii e efa iy magazine of its hind in the 

as well as 3M& Sews Magazine mTM m nnn@&ziiae «a^ is most important. As for 
whole of Asia <== it l ® r ^aday, they went by book post* and like your 

the books I sent you last Monday or »o ay, j ^ arrive* 

own postings by this service, might take a wees: or even 

,, itva ma tn return the colored photo, ©r would you 
,7C f Wo “ ld y °* ^ nlease let me know whether in your collection, 
let me keep £ f d ^tTL^s or i fca cans or Middle Easterners? 

you have the work of any FA oh calls itself the Hews Magazine 

fhese things would be of interest to ffli wmc 

of Eesurgeat Asia and Africa* fifty 

, ~ for an overprint of/jodaHidxBd copies 

°?f 4 ^* p nT s TiSi>7«i oBe « s4its v f 

of your notes on me (I assume 4 _ - will find it useful to send round 

Botteghe Oseure) and e ^J^XersitTfs and mu* ms and also some foundations 
to editors* some iHisnsB&gSsas uni tSM-ASUEI OF IKDIM 1ESSF. I 

mt might support the ^fappoint me to an *sy) and 

one to go to the Ceylon Prim** f ^ %, ' d Akademi in India to publish 

% -* *- Pd=U Aing 

Tdretum to tb. of ^f^Tald 

‘r^rfdiiorr^ 1 ^ " •* " it * a « to tiwm ’ 

to put them right, but I did not bother then, 

hike the rest of my family I " as baptised a_f^± Catholic 
aS a child with the Christian names M® ary g ^s S Q ? S y G uTH S was°published under 

Tambimnttu. Sy first CGll ®^ i0 i oL/eollections OTS-PAT'smS and OCH (1956) 
this name M.J.Taffibimnttu, Two later GG ^ ri * ed in England I used only my surname* 
under name Meary j .Tambimut tu. When J J* J w> published under name Tambimuttu, 

You will fi&d the f V rwmr WABfIMB arrived they had 

ditto. 0 t» OF ms .AS. But ,: h ?“ p :°f|u»tS^wiofti«as) «* i «■»•» «*" 

*J as**™ Srtimt-tu on » (w* onjoogMino. and 

a»7 oljaotlona. B<rt J»Violet Sn sditiona Pootly london 
for signing poems and n ^ i l ® ,* +>1A i-rnrer thou#it I should have a first name 
liability company in 1947 0 an ,. f Q % signing cheques ©tG,, I used 

U «11 m the rtides of ete^Slng, Is lading nrtld.s and 

the ne* T .T«*tanttu, V Ltoo. 1 h®e this la all deal no*, 

poems, and by which name I desire ^ 

.... ^ a + r t)T. hooks hv writ! 


Yon oodd anally gat dl out of stock PA *ook, hy «ltlng v to 
z mmeI end Foyle* s. Coring Mess Bead, london USX VC . 

With loot wishes. 

y ffl+ n fit ter I don* t know how Mr Hitchcock 

Have just received your iast letter . ^ ^tised M.J.Tambimuttu 

has been misinformed about m©o I «ca wa 

not JoMo®. 













15 March. »55 me 
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Bear Professor Archibald, 

According to an announcement on HEW CQMPAHIES 
published in SHE BOGKSBLLEB of London on 1© April £2^2 1948 (whieh I 
have in my scrapbook) I see that until September 19o 194? 8 1 still 
with Hifcbolsoa and Watson. On that datd SHE BOOKSELLER SS®S/tne company 
9 EDITIONS POETRY LGHDGH LSD (442433) 9 was founded* 9 Be gist© red September 
19. 1947* 26 Manchester Square W*1 nominal Capital £10®000 in £1 shares. 

(Sorry I 9 Ye copied out facts 


for another company). 9 ®ireet©rsg B.March 49 Hill Street W»l| T.Tssribi 
-Bfcttm 40 Crawford Street W.l. 9 Three times as many shares were later 
sold to Richard March. 

We had isjxt&sj offices in the building of Messrs 
Hieholson and Watson and, until I left Editsnns Poetry London Ltd in 1949 
shared all ssrrides with them for a monthly fee — telephone,, heating, 
cleaning, accounting, SisisSssiim packaging and delivery, trad© counter 
etc. But we had our own 9 travellers 9 whieh we shared with Messrs 
Lund Humphries, Lindsay Drummond 8 Horiaon and Harville Press. 


I haly have a copy of Ho. 14 whieh was ism 


dated Hovember-December 1948. So the last number under my editorship 
may have b6©n Ho, 15 (I am not sure) and it would have ^speared in 
1949* 

Carrion and Mandevilled were organized (as 
subsidiaries of SS EPL) towards the end of 1948. I think Hov or Dec. 

It is only after I left EPL that the office 
moved to 55 Tictoria St and later to ©t, Russell St. 

X* 

yes my friends call me Tambi as Rexroth says 
in his introduction to HEW BRITISH POETS. 

With best wishes, 
years. 

For your informations Have us are listed 

two 
he 
I 


poetry ojt mww -™-y- - _. ra1nl 3W days before ©yla& died 
i ©©greeted tea ^error jp in hand. The last vers® 

*«• t SfKi.'LSSSiiTtS. 



should reads 



V#**! 


“That her loving, unfriendly iij *® a3 _ 

Weald Stonge W TO Sma 

so the 'betrayed mi^it learn in at ton w 
Of the death In a bed in anotherJ°»SVat, 
line fltjl!® should be na eonma after laat lit . 

; aaiatioBR Iho leading article to S< f ™ ?™£?r £%£%? 

fefft Sollina. Bay ^WlUl^ called^l 

MIX* ha proceeds to say 

i . After running down every fdo post., x ... m *>,„* 

- - |JpyfS-tSST 

arises^- -!!.!—SEiS*:~ 1 ■ 
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Bear Mr Archibald, 


338 last 87 St 
lew York 3ST, Y. 
15 Marsh 1955. 


Stof . 

S M* 


Many thanks for your letter of yesterday’ a, fhs 
Pamphlets? (1) sesaefield, 1941 (2) ijiae sidler 1941 (3) xixkxtxixXinxKx 

The Fatal 'Landscape by G.S,Fraser 

1941 (4) BUSSING ABOUND WISE A Effi by Nicholas Moore $941 (5) Cl£ WMM 
by Franti'sek Halas tr„ by Karel Offer 1946 (6) latarajah 1948 a No, 6 
was last. But who knows I may yet issue some more when I return to London, 
There were three in the Ballad Books series (poster 
po6try s popular poetry) but the Carpenter was never published although it 
had been set in type. 


The American and English editions of T 0 S.Fliot were 
exactly the same, and contained a brfi&f extract from Satarajah, 

For missing PL pamphlets I would urge you to put in 
an ad in the Hew statesman when you will get them for the published 
price of Is, and at most 2s. 6d, Their readers ar6 intelligent and 
only anxious to oblige. You might do same for all the PL books you want, 

with best wishes and many thanks for 
your kind interest. 


Cordially, 



P (— ■ ^ j~~o 







SSoJ S , ' 


jlgy *?■' d i/^Ma 
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Dear Professor Archibald,, 


338 E 87 St 
Blew York M 
16 March 1955 


5^o| 

liJ 


Many thanks for your most interesting letter. 
You have had a most unusual career, and I was indeed filled with 
admiration t© hear of your mathematical library, and all the work yom 
hair© done for ^hematics! I am maeh looking forward to reading the 

■book you hair© Yoiy seat.* ^ . 

A f©isr mors fast© X t&ougkt i&ig&t iirter^gl* you^ 

Besides COOTEEEPOXHf, a» indication ©f what I aeaat to the art world at 
that time ean be seen in the de luxe, 3 goiaea book, laTishly Ulustrated 
anc 1 tri 03 a lengthy introduction by Herbert Bead on BM HICHOBSGH . 

(1 a S^riesftondoa) 1948. Witt a re than 8©0 ill isfc ^oaa. It is 
L » e9Sl naai©a volume to EMIT WQB8. si^ificmt aetoowledgement 
in t is ook, and the very first ©no reads m Th& publishers wish to 
acknowledge with gratitude the assist sac tha has been 
■hr fhurai aiah faa&isnttu of Messrs. Poetry ioadon Btd. g it was he wh© 
conceived the idea of the pro ^ticn." 5ta » ! 

l St this acknowledgement* I had all the Mocks made at great e^ase 
for the book to be polished by PGS5BY LGSS01. fhe gnatiag costin g 
*m itse f would have been about 4 0 OGO pounds. So I tod to let them 
( printers) have fib the bloeks for about a fifth of the cost to bring 

out the book themselves — when we were short ©f money. 

fha sending ©f the very lovely po«a?=tribute 

written to you, which X shall quote in my feature ©a you, has prompted 

me to look out gome similar lines ©a me. 

mmt tow h my amm ^ , r^yl- 

(For fambimntta) j' 

fientlv now in my garden the flowers are waving 
Iii&s dan cers to my heartbeat, and the wind is gentle, 

Flowers that spring from nowhere, why should X worry. 

You who are bound to the soil and wasted on the air 
on the vast air that spoils you like a loj®r 
why am X sorry for you, flowers, why should I care 
Sfe you are dancing now from birth to death? 

You remind me of a friend I have always had 
And never met till yesterday, and today left, 

And whoa® heart beats, far &mm the rh3rfehm ® f ai3a ® 0 

Francis Searfe in EYBA an anthology of new lyric ed, by 
Alex Comfort and BobertyjGrey Walls Press) 1942, 

, p flffiT FOB fffiBX 


n 




fhe hum of feathers falls ©n a sad ear 
waiting for news of nowhere on the further bank ^ 

If i /dull river gliding ill* a ghost between the trees. 

And as the soft wind wings among ha plangent strings 
Of the gold harp of the higi mountains, the tall 
Dark enigaa passes before the tolf°seeimg eyes, 

Cl imb ing the stairs of the old house is 4 i® valley, 
fhe lover who seeks and has found too often J OT ®@ 

Or the other thing, the heart beat of the animal in h© nxgx , 
Comes at last into the heavenly room in the mind 
Where the uneasy stranger hovers and is gone 
Mis© a night wind among the palms or the reeds. 








There ho will find no time life® a murderer ©ailing 
la the 'bleak storm, ©r a hangman fastening 
fo the rieh pasture of human misunderstanding 
Worked oat in "blood among the drank and the fallen. 

Bat the pale vision of the ©Midi's eyes,, the dream aa&rofe©s 8 
The strange "blind faith of the pure, unshaken,, 

■* ft ___ __ 

% "V'j»j&key Gardiner in his collection of poems fBB GA2BS OF 

. li/fy* SIHSBOT (Grey Walls Press) 1944. 

y|j|||l.. l fh©re were other poem^by Hicholas Moose in Poetry London H©@6 sad 
JIM an American magazine edited by Charles Henri Ford, (Forget the 
I number). 

Hi s 

You will be pleased to hear, I heard this morning from my agent that 
Houghton Mifflin will pay me an advance of Ip§00 dollars, which is hi$s 
I hear for a first book of short stories — said that qgd?y ©n the submission 
of five sample stories, fhe rest have yet to be written, sy agent says 
if I can give the narrative some sortof continuity, & thinks the Book 
of the Month might buy. 


You will also be pleased to heae that one Miss Cray formerly of the 
POM&Y CMfBS rang me up yesterdgjr (and she is coming to see me today) 
who has founded her own agency, mints me to do some more lectures for 
her, I mi^rb talk about the rol® I played in the world of Fnglish poetry, 
or on the poetry of Dylan Thomas, 


Most cordially, 

fai 

Tambimuttu 


/IsczA^t&y / 

<sC\ ^ - 

/rL ^t 
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Directors : Packard MarehTThurairajah Tambimi0j^^^ sj?ji jj i 

EdHi&fCs PoeJpy^London Ltd 

EMTED B Y TAMBIMUTTU 26 Manchester Square London WI WEL 8178 

i 

338 East 87 Street, JTJC 
22 March 1955. 1 

Bear Professor Archibald, ' : 

Many thanks for the beautiful and wonderful publications. : 

I indeed feel most humble and flattered that such eminence and dedications should 

also have turned in my direction! I also feel guilty that I am allowed to keep 

the very valuable bibliography of works on Egyptian mathematics. I feel my 1 

younger brother, who is a scholar, will be keen to consult it, and later I may- 

leave it for the Colombo Museum library. Your publication on ©mar is the only 

one I have seen on the subject and I shall write about it for THE TIMES OF 

BID IA and THE CEYLON DAILY HEWS. 

With many thanks again, [ 

Very cordially, 

PoS 0 I hope our correspondence won’t cease after the publication of your B ; 

article, and I shall look forward to meeting you, if I come up to Providence 0 












338 East 87 Street NYC 
24 March. 1955 



Dear Professor Archibald, 

I was very surprised to hear Nicholson and Watson 
had moved from 26 Manchester square without leading an address. I last 
called on them at that address in November 1952, -in any case, a forwarding 
address is always left with the post office, even if they have gone 'bankrupt. 
Theix parent firm is Lots and Msleolmson* Britton Boad s Eedhillp Surrey and 
I am sure they still exist since they have owned the second oldest publishing 
house in London^ Wells, Gardner, Barton and Co. 

I "believe it was SELECTS’!) WRITING you wrote to them 
about. I have,now, the best idea for you to get whatever missing PL items you 
want. Do write to Michael Hamburger, saying I suggested it, t© 
search for these items for you. He will visit Foyle 9 a and possibly in a single 
day find most of the items you want, at half price and less. His address® 
c/o 23 Ashworth Hoad, London W.9. That 9 s his parents 9 address, and I hope 
they haven’t moved. 

Cordially, 


0 (&*** 4* 






Directors : Richard March , Thurairajah Tambimuttu 





Editions Poetry London Ltd 

EDITED B Y TAMBIMUTTU 26 Manchester Square London WI WEL 8178 

338 Bast 8? Steeet, UYC 
25 March 1955 

My dear Profess©*" Archibald, 

I cannot adequately express my thanks for all the 
unselfish labour you have expended on me, and I really do not know whether I am 
worthy of all the attention you have given me. I shall hope to deserve some of it, 
with "better work in the future! It should at leaser he of interest to England, 

Ceylon ang Iy^,ia^ to which countries you have done a service, which they themselves, 
perhaps/reMereomitQ themselves! Would you object if I got my agent to place it 
iSjjhaqaji! for you with an English magazine (to begin with John Lehmann, a friend, 
might he interested enough for London Magazine^ where no similar account has $fever 
appeared, and I know many people who want such an ©eeount) and I send it to Times 
of India and The Ceylon Daily Hews, where they will certainly print it* After a 
few months, I would suggest that my uncle 3 s publishing house ih Colombo issue it 
as a pam ph let. Have I your permission? 

I know many literary chroniclers both here and hbroad 
who would want copies (already a doctorate Student at Columbia wants it) — Babette 
Detach, Louise Bogan 0 Vivienne Koch, Francis Scarfe, Derek Stanford, to mention 
a few. All the People at India, Pakistan, Ceylon Consulate and Embassies would 
want copies* I would like to give Stephen Spender one when I see him next 
month — Kathleen Bains, G,S.Fraser, Mauriee Lindsay, Boy Campbell,, Louis 
Macleice, Herbe rt Bead whorl s considering my book, my publisher,xsgEkH agents 
here and in Englancio/C ISy" family, There are literally hundreds, including visiting 
friends from many magazines like TIME, HEW Y01KEE, MADEffillSELLE? VOGUE who will 
want copies* So would you think it an imposition if I asked for three hundred 
copies® You see, I used to send 500 Christmas cards a year, I know it is a 
terrific imposition, but I would like to pay for extra cost of paper and printing 
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and postage. So that you need b6 troubled less 9 the printers could mail me copies 
direct. If you are feeling abandonedly generous you might make it fnm» tinmiraj 

How, I have put right factual errors. As for additions they are for use 
entirely at your stsfexisiexsii discretion. If you want copy typed again send it 
to me "by special delivery and I shall return it at once, 

I thought you were doing yourself a disservice by not making clear all the 
actual trouble y 0 u had taken writing to Jaffna and so on. Headers might th-i 
I supplied you with all the copy in the end. So I have tentatively suggested you 
say you corresponded with me, Starting threemonths ago. But of couise we have 
been corresponding daily, alraast twice daily for ax&aagzxsms the past few# weeks, 

S&fia is in U.H, so we are allowed to stay on, but she does not have a 
diplomatic passport, which are reserved for actual diplomats, I have put this 
ri^it. j 

Without my family background (I have only quoted from already published books) 
the Catholicism seems a bit bizarre. If you agree, you may thihk of including 
copy I have added. 

■ 

I hope you will find the other facts I have added of interest. 

With your permission, I should like to write to William Maxwell of the Hew 
Yorker, that I be commissioned to do a profile on you. At least they should have 
you in Talk of the Town. Of courwe, I don’t know what their reactions would be, 
but when I send them the remarkable record of what you have done, received yesterday, 
vath thanks (I am to return certain items), and when I send them what you have 
done on me, I think they may well be interested. Actually, sometime back i know 
t&ey wished to have a piece on me — when I first arrived. 

: 















3 


One item might interest you (and I shall now add it as a footnote to your 
copy) is that Claris Marlor is offering a gBBg±8±axjriarit|: long study of my poems 
(together with that of two or three other Indian poets) for his doctorate thesis 
at Columbia University. 

In haste* s© that this might reach you in time. 


Fillmore 8=6440 


If you urgently wish to consult me about anything you might ring 


Grateful ly 0 
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